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Column: Akabeko

Kazunori Nohara
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Akabeko

International student support coordinator :
Kazunori Nohara

Akabeko (red cow figure) is a folk
art and traditional toy from
Fukushima prefecture. It has a
wobbling neck. That movement of
his head is very cute. I can’t stop
touching it.

This toy is recognized as a good
luck charm in Japan. Japanese
people used to believe color red
has magical meaning and can
ward off illness.

My friend gave me this toy in the
hope that Covid-19 won't spread
any further. What kind of folk
crafts do you have in your
hometown?
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