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Dr Rainer Seidel

Short Bio

Rainer has been actively involved in management of innovation and technology, strategic business
innovation, sustainable manufacturing, design and new product development, and productivity
improvement for many years.

His main areas of interest and involvement are:

. Technology management and strategic innovation in SMEs

o Technology assessment and process improvement

° Engineering design and innovative new product development

o Sustainable and green manufacturing

e Mass customisation, CAD/CAM, CIM, lean and agile manufacturing

o Strategic business improvement in manufacturing organisations

° Operations management and industrial engineering

e Productivity improvement and innovation in manufacturing systems

. Economic decision making and capital investment planning

. Knowledge management, staff development and technological learning

Rainer has a German Masters degree in Engineering and Management and a PhD in Productivity
Improvement from the University of Auckland. Before he joined The University of Auckland, he
worked for the German Fraunhofer Institute for Manufacturing Engineering and Automation (IPA)
and for the New Zealand Heavy Engineering Research Association (HERA).

Rainer is the project leader of NZ$1.77m TEC-funded Growth and Innovation Pilot Initiative “High
Technology Design for Engineering Product Innovation” (“the INNOVATIONZ project”), and director
of two start-up companies in the area of environmental management. He is also the director of the
Master of Engineering Management (MEMgt) programme at the Faculty of Engineering, and the
leader of the Manufacturing Systems group in the Department of Mechanical Engineering.

He has supervised more than 20 industry based postgraduate research projects in the last ten years,
and has a comprehensive teaching and course development experience. In 2007 he received the
Engineering Dean’s Award for Services to the Profession, and in 2009 the University of Auckland
Teaching Excellence Award for Collaboration in Teaching. He has published widely in the areas of
innovation management and engineering education.
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