Moral responsibility in the era of computers and new technologies

Facilitator: Rafael Batres (Toyohashi University of Technology)

Content of the workshop

Society has benefited greatly through the advancement of technology in a high diversity of areas ranging from energy, computers and communications to medical technologies. Nevertheless, technology has also negative impacts such as ecological side-effects, industrial accidents and weapons of mass destruction. In this workshop we will discuss topics such as corporate social responsibility (CSR), codes of ethics, environmental and safety issues, and the social impact of information technology.

Preparations before the workshop
1. We will be discussing the Bhopal accident from different perspectives: safety, environment and moral responsibility, so please get familiar with the accident, its consequences and the corporate response. This is one good reference:

http://www.onlineethics.org/CMS/enviro/EECS/Bhopal.aspx

2. Take a look at the following professional oaths. Can you come up with your own oath? Feel free to include those things from the oaths below with which you agree.

An engineer’s Hippocratic oath

http://courses.cs.vt.edu/~cs3604/lib/WorldCodes/Hippocr.Oath.html

  2.1 Oath of an informatician

  http://courses.cs.vt.edu/~cs3604/lib/WorldCodes/Loeffler.Oath.html

  2.2 NSPE Code of Ethics

  http://www.nspe.org/Ethics/CodeofEthics/index.html

3. At the end of the workshop, we will be raising our voices together so get familiar with "Don't Laugh at Me" and "Blowing in the wind" which can be listened from the Operation Respect web site (don't worry! this is an educational site):

http://www.dontlaugh.org/curricula/index.php

Other support material
1. The Moral Challenge of Modern Science

   http://www.thenewatlantis.com/publications/the-moral-challenge-of-modern-science

2. Computers and New Technologies

   http://www.onlineethics.org/CMS/computers.aspx

3. Talking robots

   http://lis.epfl.ch/resources/podcast/2008/01/gianmarco-veruggio-roboethics.html
