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Symposium Target

Current flow to the Globalization in various fields is being increased more and more
with the development of information and transport technology. The well educated
persons are required in such global societies and how to educate them is the urgent
key-issue in higher education functions in the world. Especially engineering education
is highly required to enhance the world economy and industrial development, and
therefore the exchange of various thoughts for the engineering education is the most
important issue nowadays.

The aim of our project is to examine the engineering education at our university to
see if it was achieved level comparable with that in Europe and the USA. In case that
we come to the conclusion that our education program does not meet the international
standards, we will have to improve it.

For this aim of the project we turned our attention to the efforts in the European
Union to develop an agreed set of standards, procedures and guidelines on the quality
assurance in their higher education. The efforts were motivated by the increasing
global competition in higher education. The ministers of the Bologna Process signatory
states have decided to accept the British-American standards as the international
standards and, in this way, to convert the framework of their higher education. This is
one illustration of the Bologna Reform.

The EU and Japan can be said to be in a similar position as Japan, in a sense that we
both acknowledge the British-American system of education as de-facto-standard.

However, while the universities in the EU started reforming their education system, they
have realized the fact that they were leading the world in the last centuries. Now they
are beginning to emphasize their independence and uniqueness. In recent hundred years,
for example, all the innovations in the automobile industry have come from Europe.

Nevertheless, as the worldwide competition for talented people increases, EU countries
strive to make their systems of education comparable and to assure its quality. The
target of this symposium is to grasp this movement in Europe in real-time. Several
European key persons in higher education systems such as universities and institutes for
the accreditation in education have been invited and they will present their own
experiences and approaches to create enhanced engineering education systems in this
globalizing world.



